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Supreme Court of Israel, Sitting as the High Court of Justice
H.C. 7803/06

Before: 





Deputy Chief Justice E. Rivlin
Justice E. Rubenstein 
Justice H. Meltzer

Petitioners: Khaled Abu-Arafeh, et al. 
Against 

Respondents: The Interior Minister, et al.
Petition for an Order Nisi

Date: 10 September 2008

On Behalf of the Petitioners: Attorney Osama Sa’adi, Attorney Fadi Qawasmi

On Behalf of Respondent #1: Attorney Yochi Gnessin

On Behalf of Respondent #2: Attorney Nitzana Darshan-Lightner and Attorney Ro’ey Kokhavi

On Behalf of Related #1 [Amicus Curiae]: Attorney Hassan Jabareen

On Behalf of Related #2 [Amicus Curie]: Attorney Dan Yakir and Attorney Oded Feller

Decision

We have heard from the parties that changes in the Palestinian Authority itself have occurred since the petition was submitted, and that some or all of the petitioners who were serving in the institutions of the [Palestinian] Authority do not wish to continue to serve in their positions. 

Under these circumstances, we thought that there is a ground for allowing petitioners no. 1, 8, 15 and 21 [Mr. Khaled Abu-Arafeh, Mr. Muhammad Abu-Teir, Mr. Muhammad Amroun Totah, and Mr. Ahmad Muhammad Attoun] to submit an application to the Interior Minister requesting the renewal of their residency without that [act] constituting of waiver of their principal arguments. The Interior Minister’s decision at this point, which will also not constitute a declaration regarding the justification of his [previous] actions, could make the practical grounds that form the basis of the current petition redundant.
Indeed, a serious matter is at issue here, one that could arise again. If such a need were to arise, the issue would be ruled on at the appropriate time. 

For the time being, in order to allow the petitioners to consider ways of renewing the residency we postpone the further hearing of this petition. The parties shall submit an updated notice to court within 60 days, and thereafter it will be decided how to proceed with the petition. 
Handed down today, 11 September 2008

